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priest in th e dio cese for th e names of all Catholic doctors in th eir
parishes. Thi s is to be followed with a letter to each one in an atte mpt
to interest them in joining this Guild. Finally, we plan to ask the
Cardinal to issue a d:ocesan letter to be r ead in all t he churches of the
dio cese emph as izi ng the necessity for being a member of this Guild
and the adv a ntages in being connected in this most important form of
Catholic actio n.
Our guest speaker of this meeting was Mr. Maurice Lacy, President
of the Irish Charitable Society of Boston, a nd H eadm aster of J ama ica
Plain High School, who is an eloquent speaker and an a uthority on
Ireland and her history . Hi s address was, "The Story of Ireland ." In
tru e schoolmaster style h e brought an outline of the subj ects he
intended to touch upon, for he said he would be unable in the time
allotted to him to do more t han to go over a few of the points which,
in his opinion, were of particular significance in th e history of this
country. The addr ess was most interesting a nd instructive and
everyon e present enjoyed the evening. 'Ve have been fortunat e in the
speakers who have consented to address us an d Mr. L acy was cert ainly
in the front rank of th ese distinguished gentlemen. The usual collation
was served and a social hour followed.

PRISONER NO. 28702 AND THE FEDERATION
Prisoner No. 28702, George W. W inlcler, at McAlester,
Olclah oma, is about to malce a test case of the Olclahoma
Sterilization Law. One of the officers of the Fedem tion
of Catholic Physi cia.ns' GzLilds sent him seveml iSS~LeS of
THE LJNAC RE QUARTERLY, the official organ of the
G~Lilds, cont(tining al·gumffnts for the case against stel·ilization. Prisoner ·Winlcler I·e plied to this officer in the
following Zettel· which is a document of 7nuch human
import and not lvithout pathos.
HA VE yo ur letter of August 4th, expressing your opinion of sterilization, and of the actio n you h ave taken in my behalf .
"First, I want to thank you sincerely for myself, and exten d the
full-hearted gratitude of some four hundred inmates of this institution
who are subj ect to th e state's steriliza tion law, a nd I also, even though
I belong to no chur ch, take this opportunity to thank the Catholic
Church, and the other organizations made up of its members, for th e
editorials a nd articles, appea rin g in THE L INACRE QUARTERLY, again st
this program whi ch I believe to be so unjust to the extent that it is
cruel and unusu al punishment, attempted to be inflicted on myself a nd
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my fellow prisoners , for the reason of 'experiment' to satisfy or to
please a group of individuals who claim to be Eugenists.
"Your offer of assistance, and the attitude taken by the highminded organization, the 'Catholic Physicians' Guild,' prompt me to
advise you as fully as possible as to th e present status of the case, and
explain as best I can the Law I am endeavoring in my humble way
to defeat.
"Oklahom a had a previous steri li zation law, affecti ng the insan e,
which was amended in 1933 to include or affect inm ates of the p enal
institution who h ad been convicted of three or more crimes. The phase
of the law, which the state is applying to my case, is that I have been
convicted of a crime three times a nd therefore come under the provisions of the law, and acting on this assumption alone, the State Board
of Publi c Affairs has ordered the vVa rden to perform or have p er formed by a competent physician a vasectomy operation on me, and
will say hcr e that I consider an operation of th is kind as a mutilation
in its worst form .
"It makes no difference under this law what a p er son's mental or
physical condition is- th ey do not in my case contend that I a m mentally or physically defi cient, but base thei r entire reason fo r sterilization on the number of times I have been co nvi cted of a felon y, and
therefore I contend that I am being subjected to an outrageous operation- a punishment that is against all God's teachings, to satisfy th e
author of the present bill and its advocates, who say that a law of this
kind will deter crime.
"As a n example, a man who h as always been a good citizen may,
under a circumstance, forge three checks or commit three crimes in a
period of onc hour, and if he is co nvicted of th ree offences he mu st
therefore be sterilized. You see how absurd a nd fa r-reaching this
law is."
"At the r ecent hearing when the State Board of Affairs, 'thr ee
men who a re not doctors,' and who know nothing of matters p ertaining
to eugenics, or physiology, ordered my sterili7.ation, th ey used as
witn esses three do cto rs who are hired by them to treat inm ates of th e
penitentiary and th c In sa ne Asylum and the testimony of th ese doctors
was for the State a nd again st me. I had no one to testi fy in my
beh alf, and as yet I have no expert testimony to offer against this
program.
"Sterilization in this State is misunderstood, that is, the doctors
and the lawyers know so li ttle about this subject that they, when ·
influ enced by a group of politician s, will testify as t hey have been
taught to.
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"We need and are in dire necess ity of having some docto r or
medical exp ert to enlighten t he J udge in this matter, t hat is our
p r incipal problem, as we have no money with whi ch to obtain this
servIce.
"I will greatly appreciate your sending me a ny literature or
articles that will help in my case for unl ess I can overthrow the medi cal
t estimony that h as been offer ed by the State's doctors, I wi ll be greatly
hand icapped in my defense.
"The ' Varden, Honorable S. E. Brown, is a very broad-minded
man, and has granted us every consideration in this case, and any
liter ature that you will send will be allowed."

THE CATHOLIC MEDICAL MISSION BOARD
AND ITS WORK
I

By EDWARD F. GARE SCHE , S.J.

Th e month of OctobeT is a month especially dedicated to
stimulating inteTest in f01'eign missions . To show how
the Catholic doctoT can cont1'ibuie to the sp1"ead of the
K ingdom of Ch1"ist, we a1'e pTesenting this splendid
{tTticle by the Di1"ecto1" of the Catholic M edical Mission
Boa1'd, 10 West 1 7 th St1"eet, New Y01'lc City.
cal side of the missions should especially app eal to men who
T havemedi
devoted their lives to medical ministration s. The fruitful fi eld
HE

I

offer ed by medical work in the mi ss ions is inconceiva bly great. M any
of the miss ionaries live and work at distances of hund r eds of miles
from a ny hospital, doctor, nurse or even drug store. They are bes ieged
by cr owds of sorely afflicted peopl e, suffering from almost every ill
that huma n flesh is heir to a nd without th e elementa ry knowledge of
th e simplest r emedies to help them. Thus the mission ary a nd hi s helpers, though they would often much prefer to confine their activities to .
preaching the Gospel, find themselves almost for ced to establish a
dispensar y and do what they can to r elieve so much suffering. As a
rewa rd for th eir charitable effort s, they find that this kindness to th e
sick is the most effective means of interesting th e pagans in Chri sti an
teach ing. Thus is verified th e motto of th e Board, approved by th e
Holy F a ther with such heartfelt inter est and affection, "The Body for
the Sake of the Soul, th e Body and Soul for God."
These di spensaries a r e, of course, only emergency and first-a id
stations a nd it is desir able that th ey should be improved as rap idly liS
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